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QUANTITATIVE POLITICAL ANALYSIS

POLI 3P91

Department of Political Science

Brock University

Instructor: Dr. L.S. Tossutti

Office: Rm. 335 Plaza
e-mail: ltossutti@brocku.ca

Lecture: R: 2-3:50pm in TH 256
Labs:  M: 8-8:50am; 9-9:50am; 12-12:50pm in Plaza 309
Office Hours: M: 11-11:50am; W: 11am-12pm, or by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

This course introduces students to the scientific method of political inquiry and to univariate, bivariate and multivariate techniques of statistical analysis as a means to describe and explain individual political behavior and attitudes.  Students will learn how to evaluate the merits and shortcomings of statistical methods, how to interpret survey research results that are commonly used in government, academic and press reports, and how to carry out an original research project based on the analysis of survey data.  The objective of the course is to give students an introductory level of “research literacy” in quantitative methods. 
REQUIRED TEXT AND MATERIALS
Archer, Keith and Loleen Berdahl. 2011. Explorations: Conducting Empirical Research in Canadian Political Science, 2nd ed. Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press.
A simple, inexpensive calculator is a necessity for this course.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Literature Review
 (February 9, 4pm)
15%

Lab Assignment 1
 (March 1, 4pm) 
25%

Lab Assignment 2
 (March 29, 4pm)
25%

Lab Attendance




10%
Research Report 
 (April 19, 4pm)
25%

LAB ATTENDANCE
Consistent lab attendance is critical to your success in this course as the analytical techniques that you will need in order to complete the lab assignments and final research reports will be taught during these sessions.  This course component also constitutes 10 percent of your final grade.  An attendance sheet will be distributed at the beginning of each lab.  Students in attendance will receive a 10/10 for that session, while those who are absent without an acceptable reason (i.e. illness supported by medical documentation or a personal emergency) will be assigned a “zero” for that session.  
The labs are designed so that you can practise the computer and analytical skills that are necessary to complete your assignments. Some lab time will be devoted to answering the assignment questions, but students should not expect to complete their assignments during lab time. You must plan on completing your assignments outside of the scheduled labs.  Since each lab builds upon the skills learned in the previous session, students who do not attend three labs during the term without an acceptable explanation for their absence cannot expect assistance from the instructor or TA.   

READINGS
In order to maximize your learning experience in this course, it is essential that you complete the assigned readings each week before lectures and labs.  
LAB ASSIGNMENTS 

The lab assignments are based on the material presented in the lectures and labs.  The assignments must be submitted to the drop-box beside the Political Science office by 4pm on the due dates indicated in the syllabus.  Lab assignments will not be accepted one week after the due date. 

We will be using the SPSS program to complete the lab assignments.  SPSS is installed on the computers in the campus labs.  Students who wish to work from home can purchase a 6-month or 12-month copy of SPSS v. 19 for either a PC or MAC directly from e-academy. If you choose to purchase a copy of SPSS, you must use your brocku.ca email when going to this site and pay with a credit card.  Students can register on: http://estore.onthehub.com/.  Once you have registered, you can purchase the software and deal directly with the estore for payments and any problems.  Support is offered at:  http://support.e-academy.com/general/index.cfm
LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature review summarizes, integrates and evaluates academic research related to one of the questions on the assigned topic list.  The purpose of the literature review is to discuss and evaluate key findings and research methods used by previous researchers to examine similar questions, and to identify current gaps in our knowledge about the subject.  It should demonstrate your familiarity with a body of knowledge about a particular subject, the direction of prior research, and how your research report is linked to it.  
This assignment should be approximately 4 typed, double-spaced pages in length, not including the title page and references.  You must cite a minimum of five sources for a paper of this length.  Acceptable sources include scholarly books, journal articles, research institute publications, quality newspapers and other periodicals, information published by reputable governmental and non-governmental organizations etc. It is strongly recommended that you use the Chicago or Turabian citation styles for the literature review and research report assignments.  Both allow you to choose between two systems of providing references: numbered footnotes/endnotes with a bibliography or works cited list at the end of the paper, or in-text author-date citations and a reference list.  

The assignment is due Thursday, February 9 and will not be accepted after Thursday, February 16 at 4pm, unless the student has received prior permission to submit a late assignment. The literature review assignment must be given to the instructor or deposited in the drop box beside the Political Science office (Plaza 332).  Students must also submit the literature review assignment to the turnitin.com plagiarism detection service.  Students using this service should enter the course number (4685498) and password (numbers) when submitting this assignment.   Students may opt out of a turnitin.com submission with the prior approval of the instructor.  Approval of an opt-out is contingent upon evidence of personal research to the course instructor. 
RESEARCH REPORT
The research report presents the results of your original statistical analysis of one of the assigned questions.  It consists of a title page, a brief introduction to your topic, a revised version of your literature review that addresses the grader’s comments, a methodology section outlining how you designed your study, and the results of your analysis.   The final report should be approximately 10-11 typed, double-spaced pages in length, not including the title page, references and appendices with the SPSS data output. 
The report is due April 19, 2012 at 4pm and will not be accepted after April 26 at 4pm, unless the student has received prior permission to submit a late assignment.  Students must also submit the research report assignment to turnitin.com, unless they have received prior approval to opt out of this requirement. 

POLICY REGARDING LATE ASSIGNMENTS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1An assignment is considered received when a hard copy has been submitted to the instructor or lab leader, depending on the instructions above, or deposited in the drop-box located beside the Political Science Department.  Having an assignment or essay date-stamped by anyone else does not constitute receipt of the assignment.  Faxing or e-mailing an assignment  to the Department or instructor does not constitute receipt of the assignment.  A penalty of two per cent for each day late (5 percent from Friday at 4pm until Monday at 8:30am) will be administered to late assignments.  No assignment will be accepted one week after the due date. Extensions of due dates are granted only in circumstances that are beyond the student’s control, such as health problems supported by a medical certificate, or personal emergencies.


Statement on Academic Misconduct

Because academic integrity is vital to the well-being of the university community, Brock University takes academic misconduct very seriously.  Academic misconduct includes plagiarism, which involves presenting the words and ideas of another person as if they were your own, and other forms of cheating, such as using crib notes during a test or fabricating data for a lab assignment.  The penalties for academic misconduct can be very severe.  A grade of zero may be given for the assignment or even for the course, and a second offense may result in suspension from the University.  Students are urged to read the section of the Brock University Undergraduate Calendar that pertains to academic misconduct.  Students are also reminded that the Student Development Centre (Schmon Tower, Room 400) offers free workshops on writing and study skills and on avoiding plagiarism.  

Date for Withdrawal Without Academic Penalty:  Students will have received notification of 15% of their course grade by one week prior to March 7, 2012.
COURSE SCHEDULE:

	Lecture Date:
	Lecture Subjects
	Readings
	Lab Dates:
	Lab Exercises:
	Assignments

	Jan. 12
	Introduction to Survey Research
	
	No labs January 16
	
	

	Jan. 19
	-Theories, Concepts and Variables
-The Literature Review and Research Report
	Chaps. 1-3
	January 23
	Introduction to SPSS, Datasets and Codebooks
	

	Jan. 26
	Describing the Political World: Univariate Statistics
	Chaps. 4, 15 
	January 30
	Measures of Central Tendency and Variation
	

	Feb. 2
	*The Normal Curve and Estimation
*Bring calculator to class
	Chaps. 5 and 6, The Essentials of Statistics (library reserve)
	February 6
	*-Z scores and probabilities
-Confidence Intervals

*Bring calculator to lab
	

	Feb. 9
	Assessing the Political World: Inferential Statistics
	Chapters 2, 16
	February 13
	Chi Square and Differences of Means
	Literature Review due February 9

	Feb. 16
	Explaining the Political World: Bivariate Relationships
	Chapter 17
	February 27
	Measures of association  for nominal and ordinal data
	

	Feb. 23
	Reading Week: no lecture
	
	No labs February 20
	
	

	March 1
	Controlling for third variables
	Chapter 17
	March 5
	Contingency tables with control variables
	Lab Assignment #1 due March 1

	March 8
	Interval Data and Multivariate Analysis
	Chapter 17
	March 12
	Measures of association for interval data 
	

	March 15
	Multivariate Analysis
	Chapter 18
	March 19
	Multiple Regression
	

	March 22

	Multivariate Analysis
	Chapter 18
	March 26
	Multiple Regression
	

	March 29
	Research Report Revisited
	Chapter 20
	April 2
	Lab leaders available for consultation
	Lab Assignment #2 due March 29

	April 5

	Review
	
	No labs
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